
 
 
Chief  
Police Department 
Address 1 
Address 2 
City/town, MA  00000 
 
May 23, 2018 
 
Dear Chief       : 
 
 The Department of Criminal Justice Information Services (DCJIS) recently met with 
representatives from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to discuss restrictions on the 
possession of firearms and ammunition based on federal law and the intersection between those 
restrictions and Massachusetts state law.  Enclosed please find a letter to the ATF summarizing this 
discussion for your review. 
 
 Consistent with the recent advice from the ATF, licensing, licensing authorities are reminded that 
Massachusetts Firearms Licensing statutes, M.G.L. c. 140, §§ 129B(14) and 131(q), prohibit the 
purchase, possession, or transfer of any weapon, ammunition, or feeding device that is prohibited by state 
or federal law.  As such, an individual that is federally prohibited from purchase or possession of firearms 
and ammunition is also prohibited from receiving a license to carry (LTC) or firearms identification (FID) 
card under state law.  As explained in more detail in the letter to ATF, individuals seeking to take 
advantage of the restoration of firearms rights provisions relating to favorable findings from the Firearms 
License Review Board (FLRB) or for certain misdemeanor convictions after the passage of five years, as 
provided in G.L. c. 140, § 129B(1)(i), remain disqualified from firearms possession under federal law 
and, therefore, state law as well.   
 
 The DCJIS Firearms Records Bureau (FRB) has reviewed its files to identify current firearms 
license holders previously approved by the FLRB who remain disqualified from firearms possession and 
licensure.  A listing of individuals will be attached hereto if any current license holders that fall within 
this category were issued a license by your department.  If a sheet with the words “NO LICENSE 
HOLDERS IDENTIFIED” is attached, that means the FRB was unable to identify any such individuals 
currently holding licenses issued by your department. 
 

The DCJIS will also follow up with you to notify your department concerning any license holders 
who received a license under the firearms rights restoration provision for certain misdemeanors set out in 
G.L. c. 140, § 129B(1)(i) who remain disqualified from firearms possession and licensure.  The FRB will 
be identifying such individuals on an ongoing basis. 

 
 Moving forward, the DCJIS FRB will be applying the interpretation of federal law advanced by 
the ATF as it reviews firearms license applications when the applicant seeks a license based on a 



restoration of rights through the FLRB or the five year restoration of rights provision found in G.L. c. 
140, § 129B(1)(i).  New licenses and FID cards or renewals cannot be issued to such individuals under 
state and federal law.   
 

The DCJIS FRB has no authority to revoke or suspend licenses currently in force.  If we identify 
an individual holding a license issued by your department who is disqualified from firearms possession 
and licensure, we encourage you, in consultation with your legal advisor, to consider revocation of that 
individual’s LTC or FID card. 
 
 Please contact the DCJIS Firearms Records Bureau at 617-660-4782 with any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
James F. Slater, III 
Commissioner 
 
Enclosure 
 


