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Senator Rosen, Representative Warren, and members of the ]oint Standing 
Committee on Criminal Iustice and Public Safety. I'm Skip Herrick, Representative 
for House District 73 which includes the towns of Buckfield, Hebron, and Paris. 

I'm here today to present LD 1332 "An Act To Prohibit Possession of Black Powder 
and Muzzle-loading Firearms by Certain Persons." 

It is in my opinion that someone who has been convicted of a felony, one which 
involved a crime of a violent nature or a felony which involved a firearm should not 
have the ability to obtain a black powder weapon. However, in current statute, a 
person with this dangerous background does have the ability to apply for a black 
powder weapon through the Commissioner of Public Safety. This is the only firearm 
that they have the ability to apply for, an exemption which I believe is dangerous. 

This proposal seeks to repeal this particular provision in current law. It's common 
knowledge that felons are prohibited from having a firearm. I believe the intent of 
this prohibition is to prevent criminals with a dangerous past from having the right 
to a firearm. Unfortunately, I believe a black powder weapon for all intents and 
purposes is a firearm, just as capable as any of the other prohibited firearms. 

I consider this to be a dangerous issue to public safety and this particular situation 
has actually occurred in my district. Preventing felons with a dangerous past from 
obtaining capable weapons, such as a black powder weapon should be addressed. 

I've submitted this bill on behalf of a constituent who is here today and will also be 
providing testimony and further information for the need to address this important 
issue. 

Thank you for your consideration and I would be happy to answer any questions 
you may have. 
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Lloyd “Ski 
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