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Grant Woods, SPEAR Chairman 

Grant Woods is one of Arizona’s premier attorneys and enjoys a 
superior reputation as a trial lawyer, a negotiator, and in government 
relations. 
 
Grant Woods served as Arizona's Attorney General from 1991-1999. He 
led the ballot among all candidates in the 1990 and 1994 elections. Mr. 
Woods was President of the Conference of Western Attorneys General 
and chaired the Civil Rights and Supreme Court committees for the 
National Association of Attorneys General. He was selected by his peers 
as the nation's top attorney general in 1995. He successfully argued 
Lewis v. Casey before the United States Supreme Court. He was one of 

the principal architects of the states’ lawsuits against the tobacco companies and was a key negotiator 
in the resulting largest civil settlement in history. 
 
Mr. Woods also has a successful government relations practice. Current or former clients 
include Apollo/University of Phoenix, Diageo, Wellpoint, Monsanto, Arizona Coyotes, Toyota Motor 
Company, Meritage Homes, American Communications Network and Best Western International. 
 
Since returning to private practice in 1999, he has won many multi-million dollar verdicts, 
including successful litigation involving antitrust, fraud, breach of contract, wrongful termination, 
medical malpractice, and toxic torts. His recent jury verdicts include a 269 million dollar federal verdict 
on behalf of Meritage Homes (the ninth largest verdict in the country in 2008), 11 million dollars against 
Arizona Public Service for negligence, a 4.5 million dollar verdict against Maricopa County, the largest 
whistleblower verdict in State history, and a 2 million dollar verdict against American Family Insurance 
in Colorado Federal Court. Mr. Woods was appointed as a Special Prosecutor to investigate public 
corruption in Apache County, resulting in the conviction and removal from office of the Apache County 
Sheriff. He has also special prosecuted murder cases in Cochise County and Maricopa County in recent 
years. He has been elected to the International Academy of Trial Lawyers which is limited to the top 500 
trial lawyers in the world. 
 
Grant Woods is the founder of the Mesa Boys & Girls Club, the Mesa Education Foundation and 
the Mesa Arts Academy, one of Arizona’s first successful charter schools. The Mesa Boys & Girls Club, 
one of the largest in the State, is named after Mr. Woods. Grant and Marlene Woods were among the 
early forces behind the Phoenix Children’s Museum and the Woods family sponsors a permanent 
construction exhibit there. He has won the top awards from the American Cancer Society, American 
Lung Association, the Salvation Army, Chicanos Por La Causa, Children’s Action Alliance Award and 
the 2014 ASU Gold ‘n Gavel Award for Public Service. As Arizona Attorney General Mr. Woods 
helped create MEAPA, an organization that promotes public awareness, education, and community 
outreach for the prevention of Elder Abuse and Late-Life Domestic Violence. 
 
Mr. Woods has hosted his own radio talk show on top rated KTAR and KFYI in Phoenix, and 
has been honored by the Associated Press as Arizona’s top talk show host. 
 
Grant is married to former Fox and NBC news anchor, Marlene Galan Woods. They have five 
children: Austin and Lauren, graduates of ASU, Cole, a graduate of Chapman College, Dylan and Ava. 
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Linda Elliot, Executive Director, OnenTen 

Linda Elliott is the Executive Director of one·n·ten, a non-profit that provides programs and 

services to LGBTQ youth and young adults.  Linda has extensive experience in executive-level 

management, as well as fundraising and board experience with local and national non-profits 

working in support of LGBTQ causes.  

Linda received her Master of Public Administration and Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 

from the University of Denver. Previously she was Vice President and Chief Information Officer 

for ING Security Life. She has also served on many boards and committees, including serving on 

Phoenix Mayor Stanton’s Transition Committee, the Board of Directors of the Human Rights 

Campaign, the Southwest Center for HIV/AIDS, and the Colorado AIDS Project.   

Linda lives with in Phoenix with her partner of 16 years, Carolyn Lane. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Victor Flores, Retired 

Victor’s professional career began as a design engineer at the same ASARCO copper smelting 

plant where his father, Joaquin, worked for more than 35 years.  While construction and 

engineering have been integral to his professional life, Victor ventured into other areas as well.  

In the past, he was a partner in a small commercial contracting firm; he also owned and 

operated a retail bakery in the Town of Guadalupe.  Recently retired, Victor worked in the field 

of public policy, serving as a Senior Government and Community Relations Representative with 

the Salt River Project (SRP) and Director of Executive Project with Arizona Public Service (APS). 

Victor was elected member of the Hayden-Winkelman School District Governing Board; served 

as President of the Guadalupe Chamber of Commerce; a member of the City of Phoenix 

Industrial Development Authority and Private Industry Council; the boards of Valle del Sol, the 

Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the ASU Alumni Association;  the Arizona Housing 

Commission and the Arizona Housing Finance Authority; the Arizona Center for Public Policy 

Advisory Council (ThinkAZ); the Valley of the Sun United Way and the Children’s Action Alliance.  

Victor is a graduate of Valley Leadership, Class XXIII.   He is a board member of the Arizona 

Mexico Commission where he served as President for 7 years; chaired the State of Arizona 

Transportation Board in 2013; is a current member of the Transportation Trade and Corridor 

Alliance as well as the Arizona Judicial Council.  

Victor resides in Phoenix with Lisa his wife and daughter Elena. 

 



 

Lydia Guzman, Director of Family Resources and Family Advocacy, 

Chicanos Por La Causa 

Lydia Guzman currently works at Chicanos Por La Causa as Director of Family Resources and 

Family Advocacy.    She is also a Member of The League of United Latin American Citizens 

(LULAC) holding several local and national leadership positions.  She was one of the founding 

officers of the Somos America Coalition (We Are America) and served as its president for two 

terms.   

She has worked for the office of the Arizona Secretary of State as Director of Voting Outreach, 

The Clean Elections Institute as Director of Outreach and Service Employees International 

Union.     Lydia has a life-long history of community service as a volunteer assisting with 

citizenship fairs in California and Arizona and is a known speaker on issues of migrant rights, 

civil rights, human rights and also voting rights.    

Lydia has received numerous awards including, The Chicanos Por La Causa “Lorraine Lee 

Advocacy Award”, The LULAC Aztec Award for Civil Rights and the LULAC Presidential 

Commendation Award and also she received Phoenix New Times Best Of awards for two 

consecutive years. 

  



 

Dr. Ann Hart, President, NAACP 

Dr. Ann Hart was the former Deputy Associate Superintendent for the Arizona Department of 

Education, appointed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in 2004, to oversee school 

Discipline and Classroom Management. She was very successful in providing professional 

development to over 3,000 teachers, administrators and support staff in the effective 

maintenance of healthy and orderly learning environments, which contribute to the academic 

success of students. She manages and supervises education programs for Homeless Children & 

Youth, Migrant and Refugee Student Populations; in addition to the overseeing Character Base 

d Education Programs for Schools.  

Dr.  Hart has been the recipient of numerous city, and state acknowledgements and awards. 

The Founder of the first Black Women’s Organization, (Phoenix Black Women’s Task Force), she 

created a platform for Emerging Women. She was the first African Woman to Chair for the 

Phoenix Women’s Commission, for the City of Phoenix, which provided dynamic forums for 

prominent speakers to address audiences of over 1,000 women for International Women’s Day. 

She has been the recipient of the YWCA Women’s Leadership, East Valley and the Maricopa 

Branches of the NAACP as a Humanitarian and Outstanding Educator of the Year. Additional 

honors and awards for her outstanding work in education sectors and community involvement 

have highlighted her unselfish endeavors for the past 30 years. 

Dr. Hart holds a doctorate degree from Arizona State University, in Educational Leadership & 

Policy Studies. She is an active member of the Phoenix Metropolitan Graduate Chapter of Sigma 

Theta, Sorority, Inc., The Links, Inc., and Interim President of Maricopa County NAACP.  



 

Will Humble, Division Director for Health Policy and Evaluation, 

Center for Population Science and Discovery at Arizona Health Science 

Center, University of Arizona 

Will Humble, Masters of Public Health (MPH), has worked in the field of public health in Arizona 

for more than 30 years.  He believes that the key to keeping people healthy and reducing health 

disparities is to focus on public health prevention and to address the social determinants of 

health.  He has a collaborative management style and is a believer in leading and managing with 

emotional intelligence. 

Will worked for the Arizona Department of Health Services for 25 years including 6 years as the 

Director, where he led the initiative to integrate acute care and public health principles into the 

Arizona’s behavioral health system, overhauled the regulation of hospitals, skilled nursing, 

assisted living, behavioral health, outpatient treatment and childcare facilities, improved the 

capacity and performance of Arizona’s trauma system, and implemented Arizona’s medical 

marijuana program.  During his tenure, the Department had approximately 2,000 employees 

and budget of approximately $2B.   

He currently serves as the Division Director for Health Policy & Program Evaluation for the 

Center for Population Science & Discovery at the University of Arizona.  He is active in his 

community, serving on the Board of Directors for the Scottsdale Training and Scottsdale 

Training and Rehabilitation, the Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, and the Arizona 

Public Health Association. 



 

Jonathan Koppell, Dean and Professor, ASU, College of Public Service 

& Community Solutions  

Jonathan GS Koppell is the Dean of the College of Public Service & Community Solutions and the 

Lattie and Elva Coor Presidential Chair in the School of Public Affairs. Koppell is focused on 

preparing students for lives of community engagement and public service while promoting use-

inspired research aimed at making our communities more prosperous, healthy and resilient. He 

has emphasized the transcendent focus on “public goods” that unifies the specializations of 

college’s four distinct schools (criminal justice, community development, public administration 

and policy, and social work) while connecting the college to the broad range of relevant ASU 

programs.  

Prior to joining Arizona State University in 2010 as Director of the School of Public Affairs, 

Koppell was on the faculty at the Yale School of Management where he also directed the 

Millstein Center for Corporate Governance and Performance. Koppell’s research and writing 

broadly examines the design and administration of complex organizations in the public, private 

and nonprofit sectors. His award-winning book World Rule: Accountability, Legitimacy and the 

Design of Global Governance (2010) reveals the hidden world of “global governance 

organizations” that generate international rules and standards which shape our economy, 

policies and lives in more ways than we imagine. Both his academic articles and previous book, 

The Politics of Quasi-Government address many of the key policy issues of the moment; 

including government involvement in for-profit enterprise, regulation of financial institutions 

and corporate governance.  

In 2012, he was inducted as a Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA). 

He holds a doctorate in political science from University of California, Berkeley and an A.B. from 

Harvard College. 



 

Pat McGroder, Gallagher and Kennedy, Attorney  

 

Pat has been recognized by his peers as one of the finest trial lawyers in America.  He 

specializes in high profile, catastrophic injury and wrongful death litigation.  As an architect of 

social change, Pat has been on the cutting edge of litigation that has led to HMO reform, road 

design improvement, motor vehicle and aviation safety changes and nursing home regulation. 

During forty years of trial practice, Pat has been lead counsel in more than 100 cases in which 

there has been a verdict or settlement in excess of $1,000,000, having recovered over $500 

million for his clients during this time.  Pat’s litigation success is only matched by his 

commitment to social justice in his community and his philanthropy.  In 2010, he was inducted 

into the Maricopa County Bar Hall of Fame for decades of excellence in the practice of law.  In 

recognition for his “unfailing commitment to the principles of professionalism, decency and 

civility in the legal profession,” Pat was recently awarded the Ken Clancy Memorial Award by 

the American Board of Trial Advocates. 

Pat is a Fellow and Past President of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers, a Fellow of the 

American College of Trial Lawyers and a Fellow of the International Society of Barristers.  Pat 

was named by Best Lawyers in America as 2015 “Phoenix Personal Injury Lawyer of the Year” 

and has been selected as one of the 10 Best Lawyers in Arizona by the AZ Business Journal.  

Since 2008, he has been selected by Lawdragon as one of the 500 best lawyers in America.   In 

2005, he was a co-finalist for the National Trial Lawyers for Public Justice “Trial Lawyer of the 

Year” for his work in representing victims of fuel-fed fires in Ford police vehicles.  In 2012, he 

became the third American to be named an Honorary Bencher to the Society of Kings Inns in 

Ireland for his work with the Barristers of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 



 

 

Mary Kim Titla, Executive Director, UNITY 

 
Mary Kim Titla, San Carlos Apache, is a Native American youth advocate, former TV broadcaster 
and a former school administrator. A 20-year veteran TV News Reporter, she 
spent most of her career working for NBC affiliate stations in Arizona.  
 
In 2007 she was inducted into the Cronkite Hall of Fame at Arizona State University. She 
estimates telling as many as 5,000 stories during her career and has received awards from the 
Associated Press, Arizona Press Club and the Native American Journalists Association.  
 
Mary Kim is currently Executive Director for United National Indian Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY). 
As a staunch advocate for Native American youth, she has testified before Congress about 
Indian education and youth related issues. 
 
 The Arizona YWCA, LULAC (Phoenix Chapter) and the Arizona Diamondbacks (Spirit Award) 
have all recognized Mary Kim for her years of community service and for her work with Native 
American and Alaskan Native youth.  
 
Mary Kim has a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the University of Oklahoma and two 
Masters degrees, one in Mass Communication and another for Education Leadership and 
Supervision, from Arizona State University. She is married to John Mosley. They have three sons 
and four grandchildren. 
  



 
 

Dave K. Udall, Attorney and Founder, Udall Shumway 

David K. Udall, an Arizona native, founded the Udall Shumway firm in 1965 in partnership with 

Dale R. Shumway. His previous experience consisted of work at a large Phoenix firm and as 

Mesa’s first full-time deputy county attorney. Mr. Udall has a long history of community 

involvement including eight years as a Mesa City Councilman as well as founder and second 

president of the East Valley Partnership. He has successfully represented a variety of clients 

with zoning and development issues before the City of Mesa, Maricopa County, Town of 

Gilbert, City of Chandler, and Casa Grande. His approach is to quietly and effectively work with 

elected officials and municipal staffs to get the job done. 

Mr. Udall completed his undergraduate studies with a degree from Eastern Arizona College in 

1956 and a degree in political science and history from Brigham Young University in 1960. He 

returned to Arizona to complete his studies at the University of Arizona receiving a Juris Doctor 

degree in 1963. He was a member of the Arizona Law Review. 

Mr. Udall lived in Montevideo, Uruguay for two and a half years and in Buenos Aires, Argentina 

for three and greatly enjoys representing Spanish-speaking clients. Spanish-speaking referrals 

are both encouraged and appreciated. 

He was given an “AV” rating by the national attorney rating service Martindale Hubbell. This 

rating is based upon lawyer peer review and is the highest rating for legal ability and ethics, a 

rating that is given to only approximately the top 5% of lawyers nationwide. 

Mr. Udall is licensed to practice in all Arizona courts as well as the U.S. District Court in Arizona 

and the Supreme Court of the United States. He is a past member of the Board of Directors of 

the Arizona Trial Lawyers Association. He is a past drive chairman of Mesa United Way and has 

served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Mesa Chamber of Commerce. 



 

Lisa Urias, President and CEO, Urias Communications 

After 12 years (2004-2016) of running one of the most successful advertising and PR firms in the 

region, Lisa Urias recently combined forces to form CoNecs North America, a merger of her 

advertising and PR firm, Urias Communications and Molera Alvarez Government Affairs. The 

agency now provides seamless brand strategy and management, PR services and government 

affairs for clients throughout the U.S. and in Mexico.  

 

Prior to this, Lisa spent 12 years in international marketing, working with the former 

Undersecretary of Energy of Mexico, Alberto Escofet at Alesco Consultores to provide 

marketing and PR consulting services to U.S. energy companies interested in penetrating the 

Mexican energy sector, and with Salt River Project (SRP) in Phoenix as the Director of 

International Marketing in the Strategic Planning division. In her capacity with SRP, she worked 

directly with state department agencies including USAID, the Inter-American Development 

Bank, the World Bank and others to market SRP’s water and energy technology transfer 

services to more than 70 countries on an annual basis. 

Lisa received her BA degree from ASU and has completed various extensive educational 

programs to advance her business acumen, including the Stanford Latino Entrepreneur Institute 

program to advance Latino owned businesses. She has been featured on CNN and within other 

national media. She’s received numerous awards for her business acumen including: (2016) 

Arizona Business Magazine, “Most Influential Women” award, (2014) Arizona’s Business 

Magazine, Arizona’s “Most Influential Minority Business Leaders;”(2013) the Arizona Republic 

one of “13 to Watch in 2013;” (2012) Phoenix Business Journal, “Most Admired CEOs” award; 

and (2012) the Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Business Woman of the Year award.  

She serves various boards including Greater Phoenix Leadership, the ASU Morrison Institute, 

Vitalyst Health Foundation, and Arizona Community Foundation, and is an appointed member 

of the Arizona Justice Commission led by Arizona Supreme Court Chief Justice Scott Bales. 



 

 

Mike Watts, Founder and Executive Chairman, Sunstate Equipment  

Mike Watts is founder and executive chairman of Sunstate Equipment, a construction 

equipment rental business based in Phoenix, Arizona that he started in 1977.  He was selected 

Entrepreneur of the Year in 1998 for Arizona and was inducted into the American Rental 

Association’s Rental Hall of Fame in 2010.  He has served as chairman of the board for Mobile 

Mini, a NASDAQ company since 2012. 

Watts is a true entrepreneur having started classic Sunstate Equipment, Trench Safety, Water 

Movers, Underground Safety and Watts Investments, a real estate development company. 

He and his wife, Cindy of 50 years enjoy travel, exercise and friends. They are actively involved 

in philanthropy for programs in Arizona that make a difference for families. In 2016 they were 

named Philanthropists of the Year for Arizona State University and the Maryville YMCA is 

currently named Maryvale Family YMCA Mike and Cindy Watts Branch. They are also strong 

supporters of the United Way, The Humane Society, and St. Vincent DePaul among others.  

They have two grown children and four grandchildren who all live in the Phoenix area. 

  



 

 

Jason Wong, Financial Consultant 

Jason is a founder and member of Asian Corporate & Entrepreneur Leaders (ACEL).  Since 2005, 

Jason’s roles with the organization have included: founder of the Phoenix & Tucson chapter, 

2006 Vice President, 2007 – 2009 President and now the Chairman of the Board of Directors. As 

a board chair, Jason leads ACEL towards becoming the premier professional organization for 

Asian Americans in Arizona. He aims to create stronger brand recognition for ACEL in U.S. 

through opportunities for increased professional development, cultural awareness, mentorship 

and community participation. 

Jason has been a long-time active community member. During his time at the University of 

Arizona, he was the founding director of the Asian Pacific American Student Center of the 

University of Arizona. He was the recipient of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Distinguish Leadership 

Award (1992) & Diversity Leadership Alliance’s Diversity & Inclusion Award Leader Award 

(2013). Jason also took an active part in Governor Janet Napolitano’s Asian American Advisory 

Council (2007-2009) and the City of Phoenix Pacific Rim Advisory Council (2006-2007). He 

served as a national board member (2008-2009), president of the East Valley Chapter (2007-

2010) of the University of Arizona Alumni Association, Vice-President of the Arts of Business 

Council of Greater Phoenix (2011-12) and currently served on the board of directors of the FBI 

Citizens Academy Alumni Association. In addition to his board involvement, Jason is an alumni 

of Valley Leadership Institute (Class 33), Scottsdale Leadership Core Program (Class 28) and a 

member of the Maricopa Community Colleges Chancellor’s Community Advisory Council. 

Recently, Jason was the recipient of the Diversity and Inclusion Leader Award from Diversity 

Leadership Alliance, in recognition of his untiring efforts, through ACEL, to create an inclusive 

environment which enhances and strengthens our community. 

Jason currently is a financial consultant. His vision is to help individuals work toward achieving 

their financial aspirations. 


