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CeaseFirePA is Pennsylvania’s leading gun violence prevention organization.  We partner with law 

enforcement leaders and personnel, mayors, faith leaders, community organizations and individual 

Pennsylvanians taking a stand against gun violence through education, organizing and advocacy. Our 

mission is to reduce gun violence and gun tragedies, stop the flow of illegal guns into our communities 

and keep guns out of the hands of those who should not have them.  

Because our focus is on illegal guns and gun violence in the forms of homicide, suicide, and 

unintentional shootings, we do not often take a position with respect to the actions of the PA Game 

Commission.  However, as the Game Commission fulfills its mission to manage PA’s wild birds, mammals 

and their habitats, it also focuses on safety and skills training and development. This means that there 

may at times be an overlap in the fulfillment of our missions.   

We appreciate the Game Commission’s focus on safety, of the Pennsylvania public in general and of 

Pennsylvania hunters. This focus is apparent in the proposed regulations for the use of semi-automatic 

rifles, as outlined in Section E of the January Meeting Agenda.  We thank the Game Commission for its 

thoughtful decisions about which firearms can be used in hunting various game, and we urge that the 

Game Commission not expand the regulations to include the use of semi-automatic rifles with greater 

magazine capacities or greater aggregate ammunition capacities than those delineated in these 

proposed regulations.   

The regulations as proposed expand the firearms available to Pennsylvania hunters consistent with long-

standing hunting practices in many jurisdictions.  This, we understand, was the intent of the legislation 

enacted last fall.  We know that some hunters and non-hunters alike – driven by safety concerns and a 

desire to preserve the values inherent in our hunting tradition -- were concerned about precisely which 

types of firearms would be permitted because of this legislation.  The regulations as drafted should 

relieve those concerns, and we again urge the Game Commission not to expand the regulations to 

include the use of semi-automatic rifles with greater magazine capacities or greater aggregate 

ammunition capacities than those delineated in these proposed regulations.   

Thank you for the opportunity to share these comments. 

 

 

 


