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There have been numerous news articles recently regarding a counter rally event that Ohio Carry 

and Moms Take Action organized in response to a slew of groups protesting in the Akron area.  

While most have been twisted to fit an anti gun narrative, the lies range from accidental or 

uniformed, to downright hurtful.  We would like to take a minute now to address what really 

happened, start to finish.  

 

On August 28th, we were shown a newspaper article claiming that a number of anti gun groups 

would be hosting a protest/rally to gun violence in Akron and would be calling for new 

regulations on firearms.  The groups listed were Moms Demand Action, Ohio Coalition Against 

Gun Violence, Everytown for Gun Safety, Summit County Progressive Democrats, No More 

Violence Movement Akron, and there would also be a council person there to echo the calls for 

change.  They specifically aim to ban and confiscate "assault weapons," ban and confiscate "high 

capacity" magazines, ban and confiscate defensive ammunition such as soft tip and hollow point, 

and enact Universal Background Checks, which as we know, is not possible to enforce without a 

national firearm registration. 

 

Not only were these groups pushing for these anti freedom, anti gun measures set to strip law 

abiding people of their rights, they also are attempting something very close to home.  They are 

circulating a petition to remove our local (Summit County) gun show from the fair grounds and 

ban them permanently from operating there.  With this amount of anti gun people hitting the 

streets of Akron to talk to people, and use emotional rhetoric to try and persuade their vote, Ohio 

Carry felt it was our duty to respond and provide counter arguments and alternative education, 

backed with facts and statistics to the people of Akron who may very well vote our gun show 

away without our facts. 

 

On August 30th, a joint effort between Moms Take Action and Ohio Carry Inc. set up on a nearby 

corner to where the anti gun crowd was set up and started speaking with the people of Akron.  We 

had a total of 32 people come to support us with only two days notice.  The anti gun side had only 

12 people show up, even though they had five groups sponsoring, and two months notice.  To 

clear up any misconception now, this was NOT an open carry event, nor are we simply an open 

carry group. We are a general firearm education, safety, and advocacy organization, and we stated 

specifically in our event page that open or concealed carry was welcome, and that no carry was 

also welcome.  A number of people at the event did choose to open carry, as they do every day. a 

number also chose to conceal and there were some who chose not to carry at all.  They were there 

to support us and to hold posters and spread education.   
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After being out for about an hour, a member of the anti gun collective came down to where we 

were rallying and started to take pictures of all our members.  This was fine, as we do not mind, 

but it contradicts what the news said, that we were the ones approaching them.  At that point we 

realized that where they were set up allowed them access to cars who were stopping at the red 

light and they were handing them information filled with half truths and emotionally based 

arguments. Unfortunately, where we were did not allow us that.  So we decided to walk past the 

anti crowd, to the other corner near them so we too could start talking with more people and 

reaching those who were in cars. 

 

Once we reached our corner, they were starting to have their key note speakers, so an Ohio Carry 

member went down to where they were to film the speeches.  He was immediately berated by a 

lady.  After the abhorrent anti gun speech by the leader of the Summit County Progressive 

Democrats in which he told everyone that they would be taking away the gun show, a pair of 

teenagers were walking down the street.  An Ohio Carry member attempted to hand them a card, 

and a member of Moms Demand Action rushed between him and the teenagers and would not let 

them take a card.  She put on a disgusting display  of racism when she told the one that because of 

the color of his skin, we (I am assuming because we were Caucasian?) wanted to put a gun in his 

hand and that he would be found guilty just because of his skin color.  It was blatant racism and 

hatred.  There was then a telling back and forth between the woman and Ohio Carry President, 

that can be seen on the video.  She tells him that he is bringing nothing to the community so why 

doesn't he help the schools.  Brett informs her he is a teacher and would love to help the schools.  

She then tells him that he does not help out the black community.  Brett informs her that he has 

taught in both inner city Cleveland and for Youngstown City Schools the past four years.  She 

ignores it and begins to rant about us carrying AK-47's into her neighborhood.  Brett shows that 

no one there was carrying an AK-47 and she gets frustrated. 

 

These were the type of back and forth conversations we had all day.  We were cussed at multiple 

times, had people run over to get in our faces and block what we were doing, and laughed at and 

mocked by the anti gun crowd. Numerous times curse words were shouted at us even though we 

had young children with us.  All the while, our members remained calm and respectful and never 

sank to their level of hatred and contempt. We asked everyone we talked to just to keep an open 

mind, read the facts, and come to an informed decision on their own.  They blatantly told people 

not to take our stuff and that we were bad and just trying to make the gun problem in their 

community worse. 

 

We did have many wonderful encounters throughout the day with residents of the area.  We 

spoke with an older woman for over an hour.  She loved us and stood with us against them, 

stating that her .38 was her holy Bible.  We also spoke with people in the surrounding apartments 

who had many questions about getting their concealed license and carrying firearms.  We helped 

them find the proper trainer in their area and gave them links to find all of the information they 

were asking about.  They thanked us multiple times and invited us back any time we 

wanted. 

 

It was about this time that our president started to ask people to see a copy of the petition 

since the one woman there said it had to do with enforcing current laws more stringently.  

We are all for this and wanted to read and potentially sign the petition.  You can see the 

back and forth on the video, but we were denied by everyone with a petition to read or 

see it.  This was a public petition on a public sidewalk and they would not even let us see 

it. 
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Overall, we had a VERY positive day.  We made friends and partners in that community 

and helped spread education to many people.  We countered emotional arguments with 

facts and hopefully dissuaded some people from voting our rights away.  We encountered 

hatred, racism, and bigotry from the anti gun side, and we weathered it in a most polite 

and respectful manner. Even though the media would like to twist this into something it is 

not, we know in our hearts that what we did was good and righteous.  We know that we 

did not bully, harass, or intimidate, even though we were bullied, harassed, and had 

people attempt to intimidate us.  We are in contact with the Akron Police Department, 

who directly observed the scene, and can attest to the fact that no laws were broke, and 

no pro gun person did any of the things that the media claims.  We hope through this 

account that others will see that as well. 

 

 

About Ohio Carry: 

 

Ohio Carry was founded in 2012 as the premier firearm rights and second amendment 

advocacy & education organization in Ohio. We have chapters in all five regions of Ohio, 

and are a direct sponsor of Moms Take Action; a grassroots organization set on 

countering lies from Moms Demand Action and Everytown for Gun Safety. 

 

"We are here to preserve the right of the average citizen to carry a 

  

firearm, and to educate them on the laws and safety issues that go along 

  

with responsible gun ownership. We are here to promote the carry of guns 

  

either openly or concealed. We support both ways of carry and see them both as 

equally beneficial." 


